, known as Henry VIII, king of England in the 1500s, was the main instigator of the English Reformation but is generally better known for having had six wives. His first wife, Catherine of Aragon, was actually originally his brother Arthur's wife. But Arthur died at 15, paving the way for Henry, who as 10 at the time, to become king. Anxious to maintain his alliance with Spain, Henry VII, Henry VIII's father, offered his son Henry to be Catherine's husband instead. Spain accepted, but it was another seven years before the two were married in 1509. He divorced her 24 years later, because she was unable to bear a son who could inherit his throne. Catherine fought for her and her daughter to retain their titles, but Henry was eventually victorious.
